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INTRODUCTION
Botolphs Cemetery was established by the Parish Councils of Bramber, Steyning and Upper
Beeding. It was opened on the 1st August 1988, primarily for local inhabitants. It is set in
the South Downs National Park and lies on the west bank of the River Adur; to the south of
St Botolphs Church.
The Cemetery is non-consecrated and non-denominational. However, the Minister
officiating at the burial or the interment of ashes can dedicate the grave or plot at the
time of the funeral, if that is desired.
The Trustees of Botolphs Cemetery are the Parish Councils of Bramber, Steyning and Upper
Beeding. The management of the cemetery is overseen by the Joint Parishes Burial Board
(the Board), which is made up of two members of each Parish Council and representatives
from the local Churches.
The Board meets six times per year, and holds an Annual Meeting open to the public. Each
September, there is an Memorial Service.
The aim of the Board is to preserve and enhance the rural nature of Botolphs Cemetery as
the final resting place for local parishioners.
The Clerk to the Board is the first point of contact.
----------------------------This revised brochure was approved by the Joint Parishes Burial Board on 31 January 2012.
The conditions contained in this brochure apply to all applications received on or after
that date.
Any existing memorial installed in the Cemetery, which does not comply with the
conditions in this brochure, must not be taken as a precedent.

BURIALS OR CREMATED REMAINS
Botolphs Cemetery is a lawned cemetery. A lawned cemetery is a cemetery where no
grave is defined, other than by its headstone or cross, and must enable the grass to be
mown.
Following a burial or interment of ashes, the Board will arrange for grass seed to be sown
on graves and cremation plots once the earth has re-settled.
People can choose to be buried or to have their cremated remains interred at Botolphs
Cemetery.
The family of the deceased or their representatives may apply for a burial or cremation
plot in Botolphs Cemetery either through their appointed Funeral Director or directly with
the Clerk
Applications may also be made to purchase a grave or cremation plot in advance for future
use, at the current charge. However, the actual site of the plot cannot be chosen, as plots
are allocated at the ‘time of need’.
Advance purchase forms and current charges are available from the Clerk.
It should be noted that burial or cremation plot advance purchase fees are nonrefundable.

MEMORIALS
1. All memorials need Board approval.
2. Applications for the consent of a memorial should be made in duplicate and sent to
the Clerk via your chosen Stonemason. Applications for memorials will be considered
sensitively by the Board at its next available meeting.
3. Whilst the Clerk can advise on the general type of memorial; approval rests with
the Board. The Clerk will inform the applicant and the Stonemason of the Board’s
decision.
4. The Board reserves the right to remove any memorial where permission has not
been granted. In that case, the owner will be liable for any expenditure incurred by
the Board as a result of such action.
5. The Board strongly advises that a firm order for a memorial should not be placed,
nor should any work be started on it by your chosen Stonemason, until the Board’s
approval has been received.
6. The Board recommends that a period of one year should elapse before a headstone
is placed on the grave. This is to allow the ground to settle after an interment.
7. A memorial may be made from the any of the following stones:
Granite:
Light or Medium Grey
Limestone:
Portland, Purbeck, Derbyshire,
New Nabresina (Roman Stone)
Sandstone:
Yorkshire
Slate:
Light Grey or Green
8. Special requests for other types of stone will be considered by the Board.

HEADSTONES
1. The headstone may be set up either in a monolithic style or with a foundation slab
or base stone.
2. The headstone may not exceed 900mm (3ft) in height and 750mm (2ft 6in) in
width.
3. The foundation slab must be of a standard size 900mm x 300mm (3ft x 1ft).
4. The base stone may be of a suitable material but must be flush with the ground to
allow a mower to pass freely over it. The size must not exceed 300mm (1ft) from
front to back and 600mm (2ft) in width.
5. One free-standing vase or urn per headstone is permitted, but it must be placed
within 150mm (6in) of the headstone and be made of a suitable material. A built-in
vase or cube of matching stone is acceptable within the specification of the plinth.
6. Types of Headstones permissible and in current use at Botolphs are shown on
following pages.

TABLETS
1. A tablet placed over plots of cremated remains must lie flat and flush to the
ground to allow a mower to pass freely over it. Tablets must not exceed 450mm (18in)
x 450mm (18in) in size.
2.

Headstones are not permitted for cremation plots in Botolphs Cemetery.

INSCRIPTIONS
1. Over time and due to weathering, small lettering may disappear. For this reason,
the Board strongly recommends there are not too many words on any memorial.
2. For all inscriptions, the Board’s requirements are as follows:
a) all lettering should be left cut with no paint or painted in black or dark brown only.
Lead filled letters will not be approved
b) months of the year must be written in full, i.e. 1 January 2012
c) decorative carvings on a memorial must be left unpainted
d) references to family relationships will be subject to Board approval
e) Any quotation proposed for the memorial will be subject to Board approval.
3.

The Board’s decision is final.

FLOWERS
The Board is delighted that many people like to place flowers at the headstone or on the
tablet of a loved one. However, Botolphs Cemetery is the natural home for rabbits, which
graze a wide range of plants and can cause sufficient damage to kill young trees, shrubs
and herbaceous plants.
The following list of flowers is considered by the Royal Horticultural Society to be rabbitresistant:
African Lilies
Anemones
Asters
Forget-me-nots
Lily of the Valley
Poppies
Tulips

African Marigolds
Alliums
Daffodils
French Marigolds
Orchids
Primrose
Violets

To maintain the condition of Botolphs Cemetery, dead flowers should be removed.
Artificial Flowers or Plants are not permitted at Botolphs.

HEADSTONES AT BOTOLPHS CEMETERY

HISTORY
Part of this site, in its idyllic river valley setting, was a Saxon settlement from circa 450
AD. The Domesday survey (1086) records in Hanningedune (now Annington Manor in the
Parish of Bramber) the inhabitants as being “15 villeins and 34 bordars”. Assuming that
these were mainly heads of families, one could estimate a population of around 200
persons. Many centuries later, in 1801, five houses and only 36 inhabitants were recorded.
Today there are 50 residents.
From early times, salt was extracted from the estuary and the remains of a few mounds –
relics of the salt workings – can be seen in the valley, but most have disappeared under
the plough. Salt was exported from this area until the eve of the ’Black Death’ (1348).
In medieval times, Botolphs was at the western end of a bridge or causeway and the
Church, as recorded in early documents, was ‘St. Peter de Vetrie Ponte’ (St. Peter of the
old bridge). Countless thousands of pilgrims and travellers must have passed by, as this
crossing of the Adur was part of the great medieval east-west road across southern
England which connected Canterbury with Southampton and Winchester.
The Church of St. Peter was re-dedicated to St. Botolph by the Norman invaders after the
Conquest. It has Saxon origins and has stood for over 1,000 years.
Today it has a small congregation and provides a cool, quiet place for prayer, meditation
and comfort for the bereaved.

LOCATION
Botolphs Cemetery lies on the west bank of the River Adur immediately to the south of St.
Botolphs Church. It is on the Coombes-Botolphs-Annington road. The postcode is BN44
3WB.

Bus

Service 2A Shoreham – Steyning; hourly via the A283. Alight at South Downs Way,
between the old Cement Works and Beeding Court roundabout. Follow walking directions.

Walk

From the lay-by 200 yards South of Beeding Court roundabout on the A283
Shoreham Road. Take the South Downs Way path to the River where you cross the
footbridge. Turn Right along the River for 100 yards and go left where the path leaves the
riverbank. Continue to the road. Go Left, round the bend and past the Church. The
Cemetery entrance is on your left. This scenic walk is about 500 yards and has no steps or
stiles.

Community Transport

Steyning Good Neighbours Group can help if you need
transport, for a small fee. Contact them in advance of your visit on 01903 816181.

Car

From Steyning High Street. Take the Bramber Road and turn Right into Maudlin
Lane, which becomes Annington Road. After 1 mile the entrance is just past the Church on
the left.
From Bramber and Upper Beeding. At Bramber Castle roundabout take the Maudlin Lane
exit. At T-junction go Left into Annington Road. The entrance is on the Left in 1 mile.
From Shoreham and Lancing. At traffic lights on the A27 by Shoreham Airport and the
‘Sussex Pad’ Inn, follow the sign 'Botolphs (6'6'' limit)', with Lancing College on the hill on
your left. The entrance is on the right in 2 miles.
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